A RABBIT’S REVENGE

Revision 5b - with flying squirrel

Plot Outline

A giant rabbit that’s being bullied by 3 young rascal rodents, tries to get even big time.

This story is about standing up for yourself against bullies, no matter how much bigger you are than them (they come in all shapes and sizes). But most importantly, it’s about revenge, getting even, payback, retaliation and vengeance.... because it can be so much fun. 

Story inspiration & influence

First Blood, Predator, The A-Team, MacGyver, Home Alone,....

THE STORY

ACT 1 - Introduction

We see a grassy field at the edge of a small forest. On the field are also a few trees, some bushes and flowers in all colors. A small stream flows through the field. A couple of clouds in the air combined with a bright sun make a summerly scenery. We hear birds sing, wind blow in the trees and a frog in the water. A bee flies playfully in the foreground. Next shot shows a bird sitting on a branch. The bird looks somewhat lifeless and obviously not interested in joining the other birds in their cheerfull morning performance. Suddenly the bird gets hit on the head by a nut and falls from the branch. In the background we hear some high pitched (animal) laughter.

On the field near the edge of the forest there’s a big tree on a small hill. In the side of the hill is a large hole, big enough to have at least a bear in it. When looking closely we see the shape of a big furry creature lying down inside, in the shadow of the hole. The body slowly goes up and down, combined with the sound of a heavy snore. When the snoring stops the creature turns and twists slowly while releasing some soft grunts. Suddenly he shows more activity; with what seems to be his arms the creature pulls his upper body up (as high as the size of the hole allows him) and he slowly crawls out of his hole. When the creature’s head becomes visible in the daylight, his squinched eyes open up brightly and a pair of rabbit ears shoot up from the back of its head. The rabbit shows a big sweet smile.

After crawling out of the hole, the bear-sized rabbit stands up, clumsy and not without effort, stretches his gigantic body and arms while releasing a big yawn. He moves his head left and right, it cracks loudly. While scratching his fat belly and behind, the rabbit takes a few steps into the field in a sluggish pace. His mouth makes a satisfied smacking sound and his eyes tell he’s not completely awake yet. He stops next to a colorful bed of flowers and looks at it. A bigger smile appears and the rabbit bends his body to bring his head close to the flowers. He closes his eyes and smells the flowers, followed by a satisfied “mmmm”. His short tail wags.

While sniffing the flowers, the rabbit sees how a butterfly flies over his head and lands on a lonely flower behind him. The rabbit approaches carefully and observes the butterfly in an affecting way. All of a sudden a big apple drops from the sky, crushes the flower and butterfly, and rolls near the rabbit’s feet. Shocked, the rabbit looks at a wing sticking out of the grass. He grabs the apple, looks at it and looks straight up. All he sees are some treetops. The rabbit turns his eyes back to the butterfly. Gently he nudges the butterfly with one finger. A sad face appears on the rabbit when nothing happens. Without looking away from the butterfly and changing his facial expression, the rabbit takes a big bite from the apple. While eating the apple, the sad rabbit walks out of the shot. Just when the rabbit is out the shot, a second (same type) butterfly flies in from the other side.

From a very high angle in the treetops we see the rabbit being watched by something small and furry. This creature (which we are seeing from behind) is just like the leaves it’s hiding in much out of focus. Some apples are hanging between the leaves. A quick sudden move gets him out of the shot.

With a half-depressed face, the rabbit finishes the apple, when he suddenly sees the second butterfly fly by. First the rabbit looks surprised and confused (in between looking in the direction where the tragedy took place), then relieved and happy. When the butterfly approaches him, the rabbit slowly lifts his hands chest height, puts them together and opens them to make a soft and safe landing place. At the very moment the butterfly lands in his hands, the rabbit gets hit on the back of his head by a big pinecone, that comes flying from the side. Because the impact of the pinecone, the rabbit presses his hands firmly together. He looks startled to his hands. When he opens them, a butterfly swirls down to the ground. Looking down to the second dead butterfly, the rabbit hears some high pitched laughter in the background. He immediately lifts his head, looks around suspiciously, looks down and finds the pinecone, grabs it to look at it some more, drops it and walks without hesitation in the direction of where the laughter came from. After some metres he stops.

The rabbit looks around in an agitated way. His eyes catch three young rodents at the bottom of a tree further into the field. They’re standing together on a tree root sticking out the grass. One of the rodents is tall and thin, the other is short and fat, and the third one is a small squirrel. They act natural: sniffing, scratching and looking around, like normal rodents would do. The rabbit stares at them with a suspicious look for a while, but they seem innocent, so the rabbit turns his eyes away. After a second he turns his eyes back to the rodents. This time the scene looks totally different: the fat rodent holding a big nut at torso height, the tall rodent holding one above his head (ready to throw) and the small squirrel just standing on the side, staring at the rabbit. All three of them have a big naughty smile on their faces, but only the squirrel looks quite mean. The very moment they see they’re being watched again, they show a surprised face and try to act natural again: while the fat rodent starts eating from his nut and stares uninterested in the distance, the tall rodent grabs two extra nuts and starts juggling them with a big fake smile. The squirrel looks around in the sky, looking ‘innocent’.

When the rabbit sees this new scene, his face turns surprised for a short moment, right before it turns angry. He rolls his imaginary sleeves and with a firm and steady pace he walks towards the three rascals. . The tall and fat rodents jump behind the treeroot, only their heads pop up from behind. The squirrel however doesn’t move an inch, instead he takes a defensive stance with his small and somewhat helpless-looking body. His mean look returned. When the rabbit sees this, he stops walking, raises his hand and wags his finger with an extremely serious face, thinking that will be sufficient enough. Content about his ‘act’, the rabbit turns around and raises his leg to start walking back. Before his foot hits the ground, a big nut hits him on the back of his head again. Rodents laughter in the background. The rabbit’s face turns grim. Then a second nut hits his head, and a third; every second another nut lands on his head, “pock...... pock....... pock...... pock.....” with continuous laughter of the rodents. Though not noticeably harmed by the nuts, the rabbit looks more and more aggravated. Camera back to the rodents, we see them back on the tree root. The fat rodent hands nuts and pinecones to the tall one, who in his turn throws them in rapid speed. The squirrel watches it all content. All three laugh. “Pock...... pock....... pock....”. The rabbit, still standing with his back to the rodents, slowly turns his grim-looking head towards them. “Pock.... pock.....”. The tall rodent throws his last nuts, right before the tall and fat rodent start mocking the rabbit; the tall one looking crosseyed and acting like a rabbit, the fat one sticking out his tongue before showing his butt while slapping it. The squirrel, watching the rabbit and his two henchmen, starts laughing with eyes closed. The rabbit, who now stands in a big pile of nuts and pinecones, explodes. He runs enraged towards the three, with the first steps making heavy cracking and crunching sounds.

The squirrel and the tall rodent run up in the tree and the fat one jumps in a small hole in the ground. The rabbit looks down, he gets on his knees and brings his head towards the small hole. From inside the hole we see the rabbit staring into the dark, searching for the rodent. His angry look suddenly changes into an uncomfortable surprised one. Outside we see a big spiked chestnut in the rabbit’s behind. The rabbit stands up straight, turns his upper body and with a painful look on his face he pulls the chestnut out. The squirrel and tall rodent high on a tree branch laugh. Now the rabbit is really mad. He raises a fist directed to the two. For a moment there’s an eye contact between him and the mean-looking squirrel. The squirrel takes out another spiked chestnut from behind.

Next we see the rabbit running under a hail of spiked chestnuts and rodent laughter. To find shelter he jumps behind a large tree, where he tries to recover from the attack. Right when he jumps behind the tree, a few spiked chestnuts fly into the tree trunk. While breathing heavy he peaks around the corner of the tree. He sees the squirrel and tall rodent still laughing, and the fat one popping his smiling head out the hole. The rabbit’s breathing slowly slows into a slower pace, when suddenly it freezes. He tilts his head, and the expression on his face changes. A grin appears...... he has a plan. He runs into the forest.

ACT 2 - Preparing the traps (musical montage)

Inside the forest, we see the rabbit running in. He stops, looks around, grabs a hanging vine, pulls it loose and smiles.

The start of a musical montage: several short shots of the rabbit building traps, using the environment (nature). Fast paced, exaggerated and dynamic (cinematographic), supported by a cool military-ish tune.

· With two hands the rabbit grabs a big branch on a tree. He breaks it off.

· The rabbit puts his shoulders against a log, with some effort he manages to lift it.

· The rabbit sharpens a branch with a stone knife. Wood curls fall on the ground next to the rabbit’s feet.

· Standing firmly on his feet, the rabbit pulls a strained vine that’s going up. His body language tells something heavy is attached to the vine.

· The rabbit ties a vine around the end of a long branch.

· With two fingers the rabbit gently strokes a leave at the back of a handmade arrow. A tip of his finger toughes the point of the head. He puts the arrow next to other arrows.

· The rabbit beats a stick into the ground with a stone. He ties a vine around it. He covers it with a big pile of leaves.

· Without an arrow the rabbit draws a handmade bow. He looks stoic. The grip escapes his hand and shoots back to his other hand. With a short yell the rabbit drops the bow. With a sad face he puts his finger in his mouth.

As a comical intermission for the musical montage, right in the middle: the rabbit places his hand firmly on the side of a tree. Music stops. While leaning against the tree, the rabbit takes a leak. When he’s done he shakes his lower body a bit. Music starts again.

During the musical montage:

some shots of the three rodents looking at the forest and slowly getting closer. The squirrel leading, the two others following.

ACT 3 - Getting even

With the squirrel leading, the three rodents enter the forest. Some of them carry a nut. They’re being watched from a high place by something big and furry (the roles have turned). The rabbit draws his bow. He aims at the rodents and waits. The rodents are still walking and looking around. Then the rabbit aims higher and shoots. An arrow flies through the air. A strained vine is hit, it snaps.

The rodents hear a sound and stop. They check the surroundings, but without turning around. Behind them we see a huge tree trunk (hanging on vines) swinging their way. Then only the tall rodent turns around, and sees the large object heading his way. He’s trying hard to comprehend it, by just looking stupid. The rabbit, still standing high in a tree, watches the scene with great expectations. Suddenly there’s a loud crack while the rabbit’s body moves down an inch. He looks down, then he looks at the camera bewildered. The branch he’s standing on brakes and the rabbit falls down, out of the shot. The sound of a heavy thump, tree and/or camera shake, some leaves fly up right before they fall down again. The squirrel and fat rodent turn their head to the side, the source of the noise, and run towards it. The tall rodent, still ‘fascinated’ by the approaching tree trunk, stays put. The other two walk out of the shot. The tree trunk swings by with a loud ‘woosh’, taking along the tall rodent. For a second the squirrel pops his head back in the shot, to see what that ‘woosh’ was. Nothing. He goes back to the side.

The rabbit, in an uncomfortable position on the ground, stands up (not without an effort), hears the two approach and nervously looks around for a place to hide. Next to him he sees a small bush. Instead of taking two steps and hide behind it, he grabs the bush, pulls it out the ground and holds it in front of him. Most parts of him are still pretty visible. First the fat rodent enters the shot, he passes the rabbit and stops at the other (left) side of the shot. The squirrel enters, he stays on the right side. The rabbit stands in the middle, a few steps back, holding the bush. The rodents look around, except behind them. The rabbit’s eyes catch a strained vine mid-air, going towards a pile of misplaced leaves on the ground not far from the fat rodent. It’s one of his traps. Without moving too much, the rabbit grabs a stone/branch and throws it away to the right, from where a second later the sound of the fallen object arises. The rodents turn their heads and walk towards it. While the squirrel walks out of the shot, the fat one passes the rabbit (who’s still holding the bush he’s hiding behind). The rabbit grabs the rodent by the head, lifts him up (his feet still moving), turns him around and puts him down again. The fat rodent, now facing the other direction, continues his walk (it takes him time to comprehend it), this time towards the trap. A sound is heard when the rodent steps on what seems to be the end of a thin bend tree. The tree shoots back into his original form, catapulting the rodent into the air. A scream fades away. While watching the rodent disappear in the distance, the rabbit throws the bush away. He turns his head towards the camera and shows a big smile and two thumbs up. He runs out of the shot satisfied.

The squirrel sticks his head in the air. He runs into a big tree.

On a branch we see a bird sitting. It’s the same bird from the beginning, he looks a bit more awake now. His eyes move around nervously. The squirrel appears (climbing up the tree). He stops, looks at the bird, smiles and continues his climb. A few seconds later the bird gets hit by a nut coming from above, he falls from the branch. Animal laughter is heard.

The squirrel walks on a high branch to look down for the rabbit. He sees him in the far distance, and a mean grin appears on the squirrel’s face. He spreads his arms, and large amount of stretched skin appear between his arms and legs. He’s a flying squirrel. Without hesitation he jumps from the branch. With stretched arms and legs, the squirrel glides gracefully through the air before landing on a lower branch much further away. The branch shakes, and an apple at the end of the branch gets loose and falls. The squirrel prepares for another jump. The apple falls down. Right when the squirrel makes his second jump, the apple hits the ground, and at the exact same spot a group of sharpened branches appear out of the ground, standing straight up. One of the branches impales the apple. Next to this trap, new groups of spiked branches appear, each setting of new ones next to them, in an amazing speed. While flying through the air, the squirrel suddenly sees the branches shooting out the ground, in the same direction he is going. They’re gaining on him. The squirrel’s face turns into complete fear. The last group of spiked branches appear in front of him. Looking less graceful while flapping his arms, he manages to grab the end of a normal branch hanging over the last spiked branches. Because of the squirrel’s weight the branch bends until the squirrel is just an inch away from the spiked branches.

Carefully, the squirrel climbs to the other end of the branch. When he arrives, we see it’s the rabbit holding the branch. Rodent and rabbit stare each other in the eyes for a few seconds, only the last one starts smiling. Carefully, the squirrel climbs back where he came from. With the squirrel back at the end, the rabbit raises the branch and starts shaking it, from gentle to hard and wild, but the squirrel doesn’t seem to let go. To try something different, the rabbit starts circling around fast, with the branch in his stretched arms. The scared squirrel holds on for his life. The rabbit stops. A close-up shows him dizzy for a second. Next shot we see the complete rabbit with branch again, but no squirrel attached to it anymore. He looks around and around, but no squirrel.

Next we see multiple (very short) shots of the rabbit looking in different places: in a tree, under a boulder, his face in the water, under a misplaced tree trunk (with the tall rodent attached to it), under a tree trunk, behind bushes, in a bird’s nest....

There stands the rabbit, disappointed, he didn’t find the squirrel. He’s standing in front of a big log lying on the ground. He looks to his side to some misplaced leaves on the ground. A strained vine comes out the pile of leaves. They’re clearly supposed to cover up one of his traps. The rabbit grabs a stone and throws it to the trap. Right after the stone hits the ground, a big hollow log appears from out of the trees and stops mid-air. Hundreds of acorns come rolling out the log and fall on the exact spot where the stone landed. The rabbit looks bummered to the pile of acorns getting bigger. This one was supposed to be his ‘grand finale’. The last acorn falls. What an anticlimax.

The rabbit turns around, and on the rabbit’s back we see the squirrel with an anxious look on his face, holding tight on the big rabbit’s fur. He was there all the time. The rabbit sits his giant body on the big log on the ground. The log creaks.

The bird, from the beginning and middle of the story, lands on a branch hanging over the rabbit and squirrel. The bird and the still scared squirrel stare in each others eyes for a moment. A big mean grin appears on the bird’s face.

The bird takes a few steps to his side while the squirrel’s eyes follow him scared. When the bird is exactly above the squirrel, he turns around, with his behind towards the camera. He bends over slightly.

Screen to black.

The sound of a soft and wet substance being released through a small hole and falling down on something. 

END

Credits roll.

